La, Atlantis and Opar
When Poseidon the Titan God of the Oceans married Cleito, a mortal woman, he promised to transform the island on which she lived into a paradise fit for royalty. He built a temple and palace at the center of the new city, and cast down a gift from the heavens to the people of the island: a crystal, one that possessed and gave great powers. As it was a gift from their God the Atlanteans worshipped it, and it gave them great power and longevity. The city was named Atlantis after the first-born son of Poseidon and Cleito: Atlas.

Many thousands of years later, when the princess Ladehmikekh Nedakh was born, she was the heir to the Atlantean throne, but when her brother Kashekem was born this right was no longer hers. Her jealous nature drove her to leave the city and begin her own empire elsewhere. She took with her Atlantean followers, those who were faithful to her as future queen. She also took quite a large, powerful part of the Heart of Atlantis with her, a part that could sustain its power even far away from the mother crystal, and had it forged into a staff. A spell she cast upon this, ensuring that there would never be a king, like her brother, ruling her city, letting the staff only be active in the hands of a female. Her city, which existed somewhere mid-way along the West African coast, had buildings and technology similar to that of Atlantis at that time, and she named her city Opar.

In rebellion against her watery Atlantean heritage, instead of worshipping Poseidon she worshipped Prometheus, one of the Titans who stole fire from the gods and gave it to mankind. She dressed in black and gold and red rather than white and silver and blue, and shortened her name from Ladehmikekh to La.

For a long time the Oparian people lived happily in the secluded jungle. La’s life was greatly preserved and lengthened by the crystal in her staff, which had begun to turn red in accordance with its mistress’ demeanor. As her brother King Kashekem Nadekh of Atlantis aged La stayed young for tens of thousands of years. However, over time the aggressive side of both showed through.

Nadekh began to use the power of the Heart of Atlantis as a weapon against other civilizations, creating a highly powerful armada of flying vehicles for use in fighting, and this led to their destruction. As Poseidon was dormant at the bottom of the ocean the divine essence in Atlantis’ royalty had faded, and they had gone against his laws. When this was discovered, Poseidon was forced to send a great cataclysm down upon his beloved city, which sank it below the ocean.

La herself became tyrannical, and when she discovered that her people were leaving the city she destroyed them. Finding herself now with no followers, she created her own race with animals from the surrounding jungle: the leopard men of Opar.

The leopard men did not dare leave La, or disobey her for hundreds of years. However, eventually the high priest Cadj led a rebellion against the Queen, taking her staff from her and turning her out into the savage jungle. They wished to be turned back into leopards, and so they kidnapped Jane, the wife of Tarzan, to make her their Queen. The plan was ultimately successful, and Jane reversed La’s spell and shattered the staff upon the floor. As the crystal broke, La’s body that had been abnormally preserved by it disintegrated into dust, and it was assumed that she was dead. However, La had bound herself to her staff, and her very essence was joined to it. Because her spirit was not vanquished the staff re-formed, La’s spirit inside it.

Her body gone, La could now occupy the bodies of others; animals, humans, even objects. The staff lay in the ruins of Opar’s buildings, and when a young deer wondered too close to it La seized the opportunity and possessed the creature. She searched for a human female body to take, so that she could return and use her staff to rebuild Opar, and the first human female she encountered happened to be Jane.

However, her efforts were once again thwarted when she was discovered. The staff was taken and protected by the Waziri tribe, friends of Tarzan and enemies of La. La herself was forced to occupy the body of a rat, and by the time she found her staff it was under guarded protection, and nobody was allowed to touch it, incase they should accidentally activate it. She made the foolish move of transferring herself from the rat to the staff, and there she was trapped for about thirty years.

In 1938, just before the beginning of WW2, Hitler sent a secret platoon of soldiers to Angola to occupy the area surrounding some volcanoes, which possibly contained a substance that the Germans could find very useful: Uranium. The expedition was led by Karl von Berlin, who had specially requested to take this opportunity to avenge his defeat and arrest in 1914 by Tarzan, after he (Karl) had kidnapped Tarzan’s wife and little daughter. When Karl invaded the Waziri village he found the staff, and handed it to a Waziri woman whom La immediately possessed. Finally free, La agreed to help Karl get at Tarzan, in exchange for the body of Jane. She also wanted Tarzan so that she could join with him to make an heir to Opar’s throne.
