Tora
Tora was born March 22nd, 1910, in the midst of a devastating mudslide that killed her grandfather. Her mother was barely twenty. She was christened ‘Toramisisi’ in a muddy African river, in a crude ceremony carried out by her Christian mother, but was given no surname as her father refused to acknowledge his human family (Clayton, owners of the Greystoke estates in England.) because of his encounter with the only other member of that family he had met – the late Mr Wm. Cecil Clayton, his cousin, and at that time heir to Tarzan’s title ‘Lord Greystoke’.

Physically, Tora looked very much like her mother Jane, in her face and the color of her eyes, yet her hair was darker, as Tarzan’s, and somewhat curly, a trait passed down from both Tarzan and Jane’s mothers, Tora’s grandmothers. She has Jane’s pride, and Jane’s knowledge of the civilized world, as it was when she left England at the beginning of the 20th centaury. However she has the animal-like skills and instincts possessed by her father, his determination and strength. She has a clever, deep mind and the talent to excel in highly inspirational lines of endeavour, such as an artist like her mother, however she does not possess a sufficient degree of patience. As a young child her expressive, affectionate nature responds quickly through her feelings, but she also has a tendancy to be possessive and jealous. She delights in mystery and is fascinated by her mother’s tales of her life in England, and desires perhaps to see it someday. Unfortunately, it is difficult for her to retain emotional stability, for she can easily swing into moods of depression and self-pity. Her quick temper can flare up suddenly and be over as suddenly, leaving her very sorry for any suffering she has caused. However, these irrational feelings leave her quickly, allowing reason to prevail, and for this reason, a little later in her life she survives a situation that her mother almost does not.

Tora’s early upbringing was both the same and very different from Tarzan’s; she learned to move about on feet and knuckles and to scale trees and vines with ease like one of the young gorillas, yet Jane was determined to make sure she knew that she was human, and insisted on including English and good manners in her education. She was not rejected by her superiors as Tarzan had been, yet she found it difficult to make close companions of the young gorillas because she grew so much more slowly than them, and they would soon leave her to pursue ‘higher’ activities, and for this reason she was often rejected by her peers purely for being different. From early childhood she sustained a vague, subconscious resentment for the gorilla family she was raised in.

By the age of two she spoke fluently in the simple ‘Mangani’ language of the gorillas (in which her name of ‘Toramisisi’ means ‘little wild white-girl’) yet she had not mastered the complicated English which her mother spoke. But even at this age she was able to form articulate, clear messages in this language.

In late 1914, when Tora was at the age of four, German soldiers kidnapped her and her mother from the tree house, at the start of WW1. They were taken north-east into Zaire before being separated. Tarzan rescued Tora from an enemy tribe, and at the same time he freed a captive Portuguese soldier. They pursued Jane’s captors along their path north-east, and the soldier was able to call for assistance. However, Jane was now in the hands of Colonel Karl von Berlin of the German army, wishing to occupy Tarzan’s area with a highly trained platoon of soldiers. But they were unprepared for an attack by such a size of enemy force, and Berlin was arrested, and Tarzan, Jane and Tora returned home.

By the age of five Tora also spoke clear English and Waziri, and had a proficient understanding of mathematics.
At seven she saved Terk from a young leopard by stabbing it in the heart with a sharp stone. Afterward she endured a period of uncertainty as she tried to come to terms with the imminent arrival of a baby sibling – Jane was pregnant again. A baby girl was born to her July 26th, 1918, on which day eight-year-old Tora also aided her father in killing a fully-grown lioness (whom they refer to as ‘Numa’, Mangani for Lion). Tora came to love and accept her new baby sister, whom had inherited the fair-hair of Jane’s father, and Tarzan’s green eyes. Two years later they named her Eleanor. It was the first English word Tora and Jane successfully managed to teach her. Two hours after this it was discovered that she had disappeared.

Jane had been pregnant again at this time, but in the following weeks of frantic searching, grief and despair Jane became ill, and miscarried. This was a grievous turning point in all their lives, not least for Tora, who, having just about adjusted to having to share her parents with a little sister, had to re-adjust to being alone while Tarzan and Jane searched helplessly, and to sit by and watch her mother become more and more unwell. Tora blamed Eleanor directly, and began to believe that she hated her. However, at the root of this anger was a burning desire to have her little sister back so that her family could be happy again. Over time she also began to vent her anger upon her mother. Tora hated to see her mother so ill, but she couldn’t stop her behaviour towards her.

At the age of thirteen Tora hunted and killed Sheeta the panther, hunting companion of Nuru, one of the greatest threats to the gorilla family, using only a stone knife and a length of rope.

Over the following thirteen years Tora continued to watch her parents become more and more distant from her, and see her father’s frustrations at Jane’s ever deteriating mental well-being, and his frustration increasingly drove him to violence. When she was fourteen, Tora first became aware of this violence. Tarzan didn’t so much hurt Jane as frighten her, and even this was not intentional. However, it was enough to damage Jane, if even just emotionally.

Tora felt a constant anger throughout this part of her unique life, but this anger fueled her desire to fight, hunt and kill. She began to hunt leopards, panthers and other predatory animals as recreation rather than simply in defense of her family, something that Tarzan had never done. She was an expert in hunting techniques and could predict the attack of almost any animal she faced. From her simple arsenal of stone knives, spears and rope she developed her own, more sophisticated weapons, one of the greatest being a bow made from a length of springy wood and a tendon from the leg of an elephant, and arrows tainted with the venom of poisoned-arrow frogs. Many times she watched the men of the Waziri tribe and the cannibalistic tribe of Mbonga’s set out into the forest to hunt each other, and she longed to join them and fight as a warrior with her bow, knives and spears. But she had been raised with the teaching that it was wrong to kill men, if not those who attack you first, and so she never intervened in these tribal wars.

She was bound to her family, unable to leave them however much she tried. Though on the outside she seemed to resent them, without realizing it herself she knew that she could not leave her mother as Eleanor had done. She remained as a child in the unnecessary care and guidance of her parents, or rather of Tarzan, since she had grown to ignore any comments or criticisms from Jane, no longer the spirited curious young woman she had been when she first arrived in the jungle, almost thirty years before. Half of that time had been spent in misery and doubt, unable to accept the loss of not only Eleanor, but also their third, unborn child that had been growing inside her.

Life continued as such until Tora was twenty-six years of age. On August 28th 1935, a young French girl with fair hair and green eyes turned up in the jungle, accompanied by an expedition crew and an old man called Professor F R Leinfellner, and his thirty-two year old nephew Lucien. The name of the girl was Eleanor Marie Leinfellner, and she was searching for the family that Prof. Leinfellner had taken her from when he found her wondering alone in the jungle whilst on a botanising expedition, fifteen years previously. Eleanor’s discovery in her true family was not a happy one, she was horrified by what Jane told her about the last fifteen years of her life, when she spoke to her before it was realized who she really was. When everything came out Tora flew into one of her tempers and told Eleanor that she had ruined her family, but it was at this moment that Tora realized that wasn’t how she really felt. Sorry for what she had said, she ran away into the jungle.

Her anger was heightened by the fact that she had also fallen ‘in love’, or so she thought, with the flirtatious, charming young Lucien who took advantage of her as soon as they could escape Tarzan’s suspicious watch. However, he followed them and caught them. When Eleanor was finally able to talk with Tora alone, she expressed an interest in returning to France with Lucien, but Eleanor told her that he was already married with a son, and did not love Tora but had simply taken advantage of her naivety. Tora was appalled, hurt and angry, but she realized that in truth she did not love him either.

Tora understood why Eleanor planned to return to France with Prof. Leinfellner, but she also told Tora that her family needed her support, not necessarily her protection but to show them (particularly Jane) that she loved them. Despite her years of confusion, Tora was able to understand this.

Eleanor’s brief return was like a closing for Tarzan, Tora and most of all Jane. Her health gradually improved, as she was able to release the guilt and grief and doubt from inside her, and because of this Tarzan was happy too. Tora was grateful that her family was happy again, however she herself was not. All the new things and ideas that the French visitors had brought with them further whetted Tora’s desire to see the outside world, and she realized that if she didn’t go after it now, the time would come when it would be too late. And so at the age of twenty-five, approaching twenty-six, in the year 1936 with her parent’s blessing she left them and the gorillas and traveled north alone. Tarzan and Jane wrote to Lady Waltham (Cecil Clayton’s sister, and thus Tarzan’s cousin, the acquaintance of whom they had made the year before Tora was born. She had traveled there to avenge her brother, but came to discover the unhappy truth of what had happened, and so made peace with Tarzan and Jane.) in England, requesting that she receive Tora ‘at the other end’ and provide her with residence until she was ready to be alone in the unfamiliar, civilized world.

In England the revelation of Tora’s family was made (Tora’s family being the Clayton family, previous owners of the Greystoke estates.) Tora was the rightful heir to the title of Lady Greystoke, but she could not prove herself as the granddaughter of the lost John and Alice Clayton, Lord and Lady Greystoke until around 1890. Lady Waltham currently held the title, as the closest known living relative in England. (Her parents and uncles had died, and her brother and male cousins – apart from Tarzan – were dead. They had been Cecil Clayton and Matthew Gendall. Lady Waltham had married into the family who owned the Waltham estates, and because it was her husband’s title she was required to carry it also. Tora wished to prove her bloodline, and so Lady Waltham (Tora’s second cousin) financed a boat journey back to Angola, accompanied by whitness. He in question was Edward D’Abo, Lady Waltham’s thirty-year-old god-son, who was studying geography and chemistry at university.
